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ASX RELEASE (4 JUNE 2026)  

Tartana Copper Resource Expansion Drilling continues 

Highlights: 

• Diamond drillhole D10 at the Tartana Copper Project has been completed to 291.1 m as part of the 
targeted copper resource expansion below and extending north from the existing open pit. 

• Drilling of the next hole D11 has now commenced with the current depth at 150 m, with a target depth 
of 350m.   

• The drilling has been conducted using Tartana’s UDR 650 rig and has performed well with drilling 
metreages up to 54 m in a 12 hour day shift. 

• The drilling program has been segregated into three key areas and seeks to increase the existing 
resource to more than 100,000 tonnes of contained copper as primary chalcopyrite mineralisation. 

• The Company has been investigating options to commercialise the copper resource and the recent 
stacking of 50,000 tonnes of pit fill material on to the heap leach pad will reduce future prestripping for 
the primary copper resource while providing copper for leaching for the copper sulphate production. 

Tartana Minerals Limited (ASX: TAT) advises that it has commenced a key drilling campaign which is targeted 
to significantly increase the copper resource in the Tartana open pit. The Company last announced a 
resource increase on 9 February 2023 reporting total resources of 45,000 tonnes of contained copper at 
0.45% Cu using a 0.2% Cu cut off grade and to a depth of 130 m (see Figure 2 for the breakdown between 
Indicated and Inferred resources). At that time it was acknowledged that mineralisation continued to at least 
450 m depth from a previous drilling intercept.  

The updated drill plan has been segregated into three components; 

1. Northern Zone 

2. Open Pit Area 

3. Deeper Drilling 

The current drilling is within the Northern Zone with the proposed holes are showed in Figure 3. When these 
holes are completed, drilling will commence in the main Open Pit area.  
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The current campaign has been facilitated by our recent acquisition of a UDR 650 drill rig which has provided 
both flexibility and cost savings. The rig has already completed Hole D10 to 291.1 m and has drilled 
approximately 150 m in Hole D11. The daily metreages have been good with a maximum 54 m (12 hour shift). 

 

.  

 

Figure 1. (a) and (b) UDR 650 rig drilling D10 Tartana copper project. (c) checking drillhole inclination (d) 
typical chalcopyrite (copper) mineralisation in core at 122.5m in D10 (Note: this is not representative of the 
entire hole and first assays for the interval 0-125.5m will be available in approximately four weeks. Note: 
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Visual estimates of mineral abundance should never be considered a proxy or substitute for laboratory 
analyses where concentrations or grades are the factor of principal economic interest. Visual estimates also 
potentially provide no information regarding impurities or deleterious physical properties relevant to 
valuations. 

Details of the resource announced to the ASX on the 9th February 2023 are reported in Figure 2. While this 
resource has been incorporated into a 5-year mine plan designed by MEC Mining, the upgraded resource 
expected from the current drilling program will assist in assessing future processing options. The resource 
increase is expected to emerge from both along and across strike mineralisation as well as simply following 
the mineralisation deeper. The resource in Figure 2 has been estimated to a 130 m depth with the 
mineralisation open in all directions.  

  

Figure 2. Details of the Tartana copper resource reported on the 9th February 2023. 

Details of proposed drilling in the targeted areas are summarised below. 

Northern Zone 

The Northern Zone is north of the main pit where mineralisation is slightly offset westwards by an east-
northeast trending fault. The rig has completed hole D10 (TD 291.1 m) and is well advanced in drilling D11 
(presently 150 m of a 350 m hole).  
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Figure 3. (a) Northern Zone Plan of proposed drill holes including the location of D10 (drilled) and D11 (in 
progress). (b) Oblique cross section showing proposed D10 and D11 drill paths, (c) Proposed holes for the 
Northern Zone. 

Open Pit Area 

The open pit area represents the main mineralised zone and lies below shallow pit fill (less than 12 m deep). 
As announced on 20th April 2026, 50,000 tonnes of the pit fill have been excavated and stacked on the heap 
leach pad and is now under dilute acid leach.  
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Figure 4. (a) Open Pit Plan of proposed drill holes (b) Proposed holes for the Open Pit Area. 
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Deeper Drilling 

Further holes have been designed to drill well below the bulk of the previous drilling and to test for 
mineralised extensions which are partly evident in the sparse deeper drilling as evident in the oblique view 
in Figure 5.  
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Figure 5. (a) Open Pit Plan of proposed deeper drill holes (b) Proposed holes for the Deeper Drilling Zone. 
(c) Oblique view of the proposed deeper holes and historical deep mineralised intercepts over 450m below 
current pit floor. 
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- ENDS – 

 

ASX release authorised by the Board of Directors.  

Further Information:  

Dr Stephen Bartrop 
Managing Director 
Tartana Minerals Limited 
P: + 61 2 9392 8032 

For Investor and Media Enquiries:  

Reign Advisory 
E: tat@reignadvisory.com 
P: + 61 2 9174 5388 

About Tartana Minerals Limited (ASX: TAT) 

Tartana Minerals Limited is an ASX-listed copper producer with mining and exploration projects in Far North 
Queensland, focused on copper, zinc and gold. The Company is advancing its Tartana Mining Leases and 
broader portfolio to grow resources and build shareholder value through systematic exploration and project 
development.  

Competent Person's Statement 

The information in this announcement that relates to Exploration Results and Mineral Resources and is based on 
information compiled by Dr Stephen Bartrop who is a Fellow of the Australasian Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgy (AusIMM) and a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Geoscientists.  Dr Bartrop has sufficient experience 
that is relevant to the styles of mineralisation and types of deposit under consideration, and to the activity that is 
being undertaking to qualify as a Competent Person, as defined in the 2012 Edition of the ‘Australasian Code for 
Reporting of Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves.’  Dr Bartrop is an employee of Tartana 
Minerals Limited, and consents to the inclusion in this report of the matters based on his information in the form 
and context in which it appears. 

 


